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Question 

 

Will the Minister explain what assessment was made of the risk factors in terms of exempting children 

under the age of 3, versus children under the age of 5, in the restrictions on gatherings? 

 

 

Answer 

 

The risk factors considered were that, in broad terms, many children under 3 years of age are less 

independently mobile than children aged 4 to 5 years, making it easier for parents / carers to ensure safe 

distancing between the child and others. Furthermore, children aged 4 and 5 years old are more likely to 

use the toilet independently of parents / carers, which potentially increases the risk of poor hand hygiene. 

Clearly this can vary from child to child. 

 

 


